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WESTERN REPLY TO MOSCOW: SETTLEMENT OF AUS- 
TRIAN QUESTION PROPOSED AS FIRST STEP IN EURO- 
PEAN SETTLEMENT. On September 10, the Governments of 
the United States, the United Kingdom and France submitted 
their replies to the two 
Russian notes of June 
24 and August 4 in 
which Moscow had pro- 
posed the conclusion of 
a European’ security 
pact. The Western gov- 
ernments declared in 
their replies that there 
can be no useful dis- 
cussion of European 
security before the fun- 
damental interests of 
all parties concerned 
are safeguarded. 

The American note 
stated as follows: ‘‘The 
simple step toward the 
promotion of European 
security remains, how- 
ever, an early settle- 
ment of the Austrian 
question. In this con- 
nection the United States Government must once again ex- 
press the view that the conclusion of an Austrian Treaty 
should not, as proposed by the Soviet Government, be depen- 
dent upon an all-European settlement, upon a German Peace 
Treaty, or upon any other matter extraneous to the Austrian 
Treaty. At Berlin the United States Government offered, con- 
tingent upon prompt Soviet acceptance, to accept the Soviet 
text of all the previously unagreed articles in the Austrian 
State Treaty. The United States is prepared to renew that 
offer now. If the Soviet Government will sign the Treaty in 
these terms, agreement could thus be reached at once to 

(Cont'd on page 3) 
CHANCELLOR RAAB WILL ALSO VISIT CANADA. The 
Canadian Chargé d’Affaires in Vienna, acting on behalf of 
his government, has invited Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab 
to visit Canada this November as a guest of the Canadian 
Government. Chancellor Raab accepted the invitation with 
thanks and will proceed to Canada following his visit to the 
United States. 
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Interior of the Rebuilt Vienna Opera House (See Page 4) 


AUSTRIAN TRADE BALANCE SHOWS 6] MILLION SCHIL- 
LING SURPLUS FOR FIRST HALF OF 1954. The Central 
Statistical Office has now published the figures on Austrian 
foreign trade during the first two quarters of 1954. In the 
first quarter, the total 
value of imports was 
3,631 million schillings 
and that of commercial 


imports (exclusive of 
ERP imports) 3,446 
million. The export 


figure was 3,587 mil- 
lion. The figures for 
the second quarter were 
as follows: total im- 
ports - 3,849 million, 
commercial imports (ex- 
clusive of ERP imports) 
- 3,690 million, exports 
- 3,954 million. The 
increase in commercial 
imports is attributable 
mainly to the further 
extension of Austrian 
liberalization quotas. 
These figures mean that 
the trade balance dur- 
ing the first half of 1954 showed a surplus of 61 million 
schillings in total trade and of 405 million in commercial 
trade (without ERP), whereas the total trade and commercial 
trade figures for the same period during the previous year 
showed deficits of 835 million and 236 million schillings, 
respectively. In absolute figures, total imports represented a 
value of 7,480 million schillings during the first six months 
of 1954, as against 6,506 during the same period of 1953. The 
1954 export figures for the same period of 1954 were 7,541 
million schillings as against 5,671 in 1953. 


ACHIEVEMENTS OF VIENNA MEDICAL SCHOOL PRAISED 
—- AMBASSADOR GRUBER AT OPENING OF CHICAGO 
‘“‘HALL OF FAME."’ In the ‘‘Hall of Fame’’ of the Inter- 
national College for Surgeons in Chicago, which was opened 
on September 9, tribute was paid to the achievements of 
Austrian medicine through the unveiling of portraits of the 
four famous Austrian surgeons Billroth, Eiselberg, Hohenegg 
and Albert. 
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Dr. Karl Gruber, the Austrian Ambassador in Washington, 
who attended the opening, declared that Austria felt honored 
and proud to be represented in the Hall of Fame. In his ad- 
dress, Dr. Gruber declared, in part: ‘‘The years between 1938 
and 1945 have brought a severe setback to science in Austria. 
It has taken us years to make up for all the faults and de- 
ficiencies resulting from that period. But an enterprising and 
conscientious new generation is hard at work to restore our 
institutions to their former fame. Medical education and the 
medical profession are regaining their pre-war position in 
Vienna and the other Austrian universities. By hard work and 
with the generous assistance from the United States, it has 
been possible to re-equip our hospitals and laboratories, 
which today again are counted among the best ones in Europe. 
American students and doctors are again flocking to Austrian 
universities to do graduate and post-graduate work in the 
medical field, and the American Medical Society of pre-war 
days has been reconstituted in Vienna. On the other side, 
Austrian students gain very much from the progressive Ameri- 
can spirit in medical science. The place of honor that the 
International College of Surgeons is about to give Austria in 
the Hall of Fame will spur our hardworking youth to proceed 
in their medical studies and to double their efforts to com 
tribute their share to medical science. Our academic youth 
today is carrying a particularly heavy burden on their shoul- 


ders. They belong to the outpost of resistance against an 
alien ideology threatening their country and their free exis- 
tence. Only in an atmosphere of spiritual and intellectual 
freedom can scientific research be carried to good results. 
We firmly believe that in partnership with the United States 
we will be able to preserve that freedom and work in common 


for the well-being of mankind.’’ 
In the name of the Austrian Chapter of the International 


College of Surgeons, the Ambassador declared that there are 
others whose portraits should and will have a place in the 
‘‘Hall of Fame’’ and that it is the hope of the Austrian Chap- 
ter that it may soon be in a position to make these further 


contributions. 

RECORD EMPLOYMENT ATTAINED: UNEMPLOYMENT 
FIGURE DROPS BELOW 100,000. As of September 1, the 
number of employed persons in Austria stood at 2,051,865, a 
figure representing the highest employment level since the 
end of the war. At the same time, the unemployment figure 
fell below 100,000 for the first time, amounting to 98,494 on 
September 1. Of the latter figure, 42.3% were men and 57.7% 
were women. 

U.S. GOVERNMENT DONATES 25,000 TONS OF FODDER 
FOR FLOOD AREAS. At the request of the Austrian Govern- 
ment, the United States has made available 25,000 tons of 
corn for cattle in the areas of Austria affected by the recent 
floods. This American assistance has a value of approxi- 
mately 1.9 million dollars and will compensate for all the 
feed losses in the flooded areas as well as help to ease the 
food supply of the people. The first ship left Philadelphia on 
September 13 en route to Trieste, from where the relief mate- 
rial will be transshipped to Austria. Austrian President 
Theodor Koerner and the Austrian Government have expressed 
sincere gratitude to the President of the United States for 
this prompt assistance. 


SOVIET INTERFERENCE IN AUSTRIAN ELECTION CAM. 
PAIGN NOTED. In Lower Austrie, which is under Soviet 
occunation, the partisan campaign for the mid-October State 
Assembly elections is already under way. At the present 
time, four parties are competing for the approval of the voters 
the People’s party (Christian Democratic), the Socialist 
narty, the League of Indenendents and the Communist party 
A certain amount of pressure on the part of the Soviet occu- 
pation force has been reported from various parts of Lower 
Austria. The Soviets have issued orders to district command: 
of the Austrian gendarmerie to report all election meetings to 
the Russian commanders. The Soviets are also requiring 
detailed information concerning the time and place of party 
meetings as well as advance notice of scheduled speakers. 
It has been pointed out by the Austrians that this Soviet 
order is in violation of the service regulations of the gen- 
darmerie as well as of Austrian law and that it constitutes 
interference in Austrian affairs. In individual cases, Austrian 
citizens have been subjected to questioning by the Soviet 
command to determine their party loyalty. One election meet- 
ing was banned by the Soviets because ‘‘it should have been 
reported to the Kommandatura and copies of the scheduled 
speeches should have been submitted.’’ 


SOVIET KOMMANDATURA DEMANDS DISMISSAL OF TWO 
AUSTRIAN POLICE OFFICIALS. The Soviet Provincia! 
Kommandatura has demanded the dismissal of two Austrian 
police officials in the village of Berndorf. Both policemen 
had arrested a Soviet soldier a short time ago after he had 
attacked an Austrian shoemaker with a knife. The soldier 
was handed over to the Soviet command, but the Russians 
are nevertheless demanding the dismissal of the two Aus- 
trians. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION COMMISSION STUDIES 
OCCUPATION QUESTIONS. The International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), in compliance with a pro- 
posal of the Austrian Trade Union Federation, has sent a 
commission to Vienna to study the problems created for Aus- 
tria by the occupation. The members of the commission in- 
clude Mr. Irwin Brown, representative of the American Fede- 
ration of Labor in Europe; Dr. Max Weber, former Finance 
Minister of Switzerland and Alfred Braunthal, head of the 
Economic and Social Division of the ICFTU. The commission 
was received by Chancellor Julius Raab, Vice-Chancellor 
Adolf Schaerf and Ministers Kamitz and Waldbrunner. The 
members of the commission declared at a press conference 
that they were deeply impressed by the determination and 
industriousness of the Austrian people as well as by the 
cumulative crippling effect of the persisting unjustified 
occupation. Describing the existence of Russian-occupied 
plants in Austria as a serious obstacle to the economic 
development and evolution of the areas situated in the Soviet 
zone, the commission indicated that it would recommend 


that the Executive Committee of the ICF'TU take measures 
designed to ease the occupation of Austria. The ICFTU 
represents 65 million workers in 74 countries of North and 
South America, Europe and Asia. The next congress of the 
organization will be held in Vienna, in May 1955. 
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AUSTRIA ISSUES NEW APPEAL FOR RELEASE OF 
P.O.W.’S IN SOVIET UNION. On September 7, the Austrian 
Cabinet decided to approach the Soviet Union with a new 
request for the repatriation of the Austrians still confined in 
the Soviet Union. This group includes numerous PO\.s and 
nersons removed by force. In the meantime, the Cabinet has 
1uthorized additional funds for sending relief packages to 
the Austrians under Soviet arrest. 

NEW BUILDING METHODS. A new pouring method is being 
used in the construction of a 16-story apartment house in 
Thondorf, on the outskirts of the Styrian capital of Graz. The 
raw material used consists almost exclusively of slag and 
-inders from blast furnaces as well as furnace pumice. It is 
‘‘foamed up’’ through air blasting and then pressed into a 
building material of great solidity and light weight. Using 
these new techniques, it is possible to complete a floor of 
the building, including the ceiling, every 4-5 days. It is 
noped that foreign countries will become interested in using 
the new building material. 

DANUBE RIVER SHIPS BUILT OF LIGHT METAL. The 
shipyard at Linz, Upper Austria, is using increasing amounts 
f light metals, particularly aluminum, in its construction of 
new ships and the rebuilding of old ones. On one occasion, 
85 tons of structural steel were replaced by 42 tons of 
uluminum. The materials used in this work are primarily 
iluminum-magnesium and aluminum-magnesium-siliconalloys, 


all of them manufactured by the Austrian Aluminum Works at 


Ranshofen, Upper Austria. 

WORK STARTS ON UPPER LEVEL OF KAPRUN POWER 
PLANT. Work was started in mid-September on the construc- 
tion of the upper level of the Tauern power plant at Kaprun. 
During the present fall season, approximately 14 million 
cu. ft. of concrete will be poured for the Moser and Drossen 
iams which will shut off the Moserboden reservoir, located 
6,560 feet above sea level. Work on the lower level dams 
has made such progress that this year already storage facili- 
ties will amount to some 495 million cubic feet of water. 
\fter completion, the Moserboden reservoir will be able to 
hold three billion cubic feet of water. During the coming win- 
ter it will be possible to produce 15 million KWH from this 
reservoir. Before the end of the year, the Kaprun plant will 
have a power of 276,000 KW, which represents an increase 
of approximately 56,000 KW. 

AUSTRIA’S LEATHER INDUSTRY. During the first three 
months of 1954, in addition to supplying domestic needs to 
the extent of some 6 million schillings’ worth of merchan- 
lise, the Austrian leather industry was also able to export 
‘onsiderable quantities of its output. The principal buyers 
were Western Germany and Switzerland. Austria’s leather 
sutput rose from 2.3 million square meters in 1952 to 2.6 
million in 1953. In 1953, leather goods in the amount of 9.5 
million schillings were exported, mainly to Western Germany, 
Scandinavia, Great Britain, France, Switzerland and the 
United States. Europe’s second largest leather works are 
Situated in the province of Upper Austria. 


VORARLBERG METAL TUBE EXPORTS. The exports of a 


plant in the Austrian province of Vorarlberg specializing in 


the manufacture of metal tubes for various uses have reached 
an annual volume of 12 million units. The chief foreign buyer 
is Sweden. Only recently Persia was acquired as a new 
customer and large orders have also been placed by Norway - 
this in spite of severe import restrictions in the latter coun- 
try. In the face of strong Dutch competition, the firm suc- 
ceeded in winning an initial order of 250,000 aluminum cigar 
covers from a firm in Havana, Cuba. Since domestic sales 
are equally satisfactory, the plant in question — which is 
tooled for capacity production — has a full program for the 
immediate future. There is particular interest at the present 
time in the firm’s spray-cast aluminum cans and bottles for 
use by the petroleum industry. New items in the production 
program include gold-eloxated cases for cosmetics (e.g. lip- 
sticks, solid perfumes, etc.), covers for photographic films, 
containers for milk and powdered coffee, aluminum measuring 
cups, etc. There is also an increasing demand for aluminum- 
foil wrappers for powdered fruit juices. Such wrappers are 
now equipped with gummed edges and a sealing membrane. 
NEW HIGHS IN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION SINCE END 
OF WAR. Austrian industrial production continued to in- 
crease during March 1954, reaching a point equivalent to 
182.5% of the production volume of 1937. The fields pri- 
marily responsible for this increase are the iron-smelting, 
leather, shoe, electrical and food industries. The building 
material industry increased its production by more than 100%. 
Compared with the production volume for the first three 
months of 1953, the increases during the corresponding 
months of 1954 were 1.2% in January, 9.1% in February and 
14.7% in March. The average output of the iron, chemical, 
electrical and paper industries was 25-50% higher than dur 
ing the previous year. Production in the paper industry dur- 
ing the first quarter of 1954 was 138% of the 1937 figure. The 
increase in the latter field can be attributed to the now com- 
pleted investment program between 1949-1953. In view of the 
situation with respect to raw material supplies, however, a 
further increase in paper production cannot be expected. The 
percentage of output exported was 30.3%, compared with 
25.4% during the first quarter of 1953. Foreign markets ab 
sorbed 85% of the additional production. 


Reply to Moscow (Cont'd from page 1) 


restore to Austria the freedom and independence which have 
been promised to her since 1943.”’ 

The Western notes also deal with the question of Ger- 
many, calling for free elections in the Eastern zone of that 
country, and express a desire for international disarmament. 


Western Notes Cleared with Vienna 


The notes of the three Western Powers to Moscow were 
submitted early in September to the Austrian Government in 
Vienna for an expression of its views. The Austrian Govern- 
ment thus had the opportunity to examine the note and ap- 
prove the text prior to its presentation to the Soviet Union. 
INVESTMENT PLANS OF AUSTRIA'S IRON AND STEEL 
INDUSTRY. The United Austrian Iron and Steel Works 
(VOeST) in Linz is planning the construction of a new 
blast furnace which will increase the monthly production of 
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crucible steel to 25,000 tons. Provision is being made in the 
rolling mills for special installations to meet the demand of 
German and Scandinavian shipbuilding firms for sheet steel. 
Production of sheet metal has now reached a level of 30,000- 
32,000 tons per month. The new investments will represent a 
total value of 600 million schillings. Since 1945, VOeST has 
made investments totalling 1.2 billion schillings, one half 
of this sum coming from its own reserves. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


The Cultural Section of today’s issue of AUSTRIAN 
INFORMATION is devoted to the great 1954-55 Vienna con- 
cert and opera season, which can also be regarded as a 
prelude to the opening of the rebuilt Vienna State Opera 





House on November 5, 1955. For ten long years - years 
which have been marked for Austria by a four-power occupa- 
tion - Austrians and all friends of art throughout the world 
have waited for this day. Rarely have such extensive artistic 
demands been made on the operatic and musical metropolis 
of Vienna as during the present period of preparation for the 
reopening of the State Opera and the Burgtheater, while at 
the same time presenting a first-class repertory at the two 
existing opera houses. Today’s AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
will attempt to give its readers a picture of the planning and 
building, of present and future programs and of the various 
efforts being exerted not only by Vienna and Austria but also 
by artists and music lovers all over the world to raise Aus- 
tria’s reputation as a land of music to new heights. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA TOHAVE WORLD'S MOST MODERN 
OPERA STAGE. Austrian Undersecretary Fritz Bock con- 
cluded his two-week study tour of the United States with a 
talk to the Austrian Institute in New York on September 10, 
in which he discussed the reconstruction of the Vienna State 
Opera House. 

Dr. Bock began his talk by recalling the circumstances 
under which the building was destroyed. Although it had been 
hit by five bombs on March 12, 1945, the destructive fire 
(which followed) was due in no small part to the fact that the 
building had been heated that day because of a Nazi cele- 
bration inside. In spite of the fire, most of the outer facade 
of the opera, as well as some of the interior, e.g. the stair- 
case, the vestibule, the foyer, the loggia and the small gala 
salon, were saved. This circumstance, no less than the 
building’s excellent location and, as a paramount considera- 
tion, all the traditions bound up with it, led to the decision, 
shortly after 1945, to rebuild the Opera House in such a 
manner that its old, external form would be preserved while 
in its interior it would be fitted out with the most modern 
equipment. (In order to implement these plans, two archi- 
tectural competitions were held. Erich Boltenstern, Professor 
of Architecture, submitted the winning design for the new 
auditorium, gallery staircases and fourth balcony lobbies, 
while architects Ceno Kosak and Otto Prossinger worked out 
the architectural form for the intermission lobbies behind the 
first balcony. The same architects were then commissioned 
to execute their plans. 


New Auditorium 

With an area of 108,000 sq. ft., the Vienna State Opera is 
one of the largest theatre buildings in the world. It was first 
erected as a monumental building on Vienna’s Ringstrasse 
by the architects van der Nuell and Siccardsburg and was 
opened on May 25, 1869, with a gala performance of Mozart’s 
**Don Giovanni.’’ 

The present reconstruction project had to be preceded by 
a huge amount of preliminary buttressing work. Fifty thousand 
square feet of emergency roofing hadto be provided and 5,000 


Page 4 


tons of rubble as well as 1,500 tons of scrap iron had to be | 


removed from the destroyed building. Steel concrete roofs 
were laid down and the existing walls reinforced. In compli- 
ance with modern police regulations for theaters, it was nec- 
essary to construct two additional staircases for the third 
balcony, to lower the entry vestibule considerably in order 
to avoid dangerous steps, to provide two additional stage 
staircases and to install several elevators on the stage and 
in the auditorium of the house. Extensive terrasses have been 
provided on three sides of the opera, above the front part of 
the building occupied by the auditorium. These terrasses wil! 
serve as intermission lobbies during the summer, affording the 
public a magnificent view of ‘‘Opera Intersection.’’ 

Among the other improvements of which the new building 
will boast are the following: a new and enlarged checkroom, 
new intermissionlobbies behind the first balcony; the transfer 
of the administrative offices to the area behind the stage; 
provision for a second intermission hall, which will include 
the main buffet and which, together with the first intermission 
hall, the old foyer salon and the tea salon, will surround the 
main staircase with a circle of interconnected halls; two 
pantries, which will be connected with an auxiliary kitchen 
a new checkroom forthe third balcony and intermission lobbies 
and buffets for the fourth balcony. 

One of the two large intermission halls has been adorned 
with precious Gobelin tapestries manufactured in Vienna, 
featuring motifs from Mozart’s ‘‘Die Zauberfloete’’ and de- 
signed by the Viennese painter, Professor Eisenmenger. The 
second intermission hall is decorated with Salzburg marble 
in accordance with designs by Professor Prossinger. 

Stage Will Meet All Requirements 

As far asthe stage area is concerned, the former painter's 
room has been moved and the attic rooms expanded, so that 
the new house will have at its disposal four large rehearsa! 
rooms (for chorus, ensemble and ballet), as well as a large 
chamber for orchestra rehearsals. Inaddition, 10 solorehearsa! 
rooms have been provided, each of them completely isolated 
from each other acoustically. Adjacent to the back and side 
stages are large storage areas for sets. However, the store- 
rooms, as well as the carpentry and painting workshops, wil! 
be situated outside the opera house. The old wooden ceilings 
are to be replaced by modern steel-concrete surfaces, but 


these will nonetheless be faced with wood for acoustic 
reasons, 


The stage itself will be the most modern in the world 
Its machinery will include an elevator stage on a ramp sup- 
plemented by six hydraulically-operated elevator sections 


parallel to it. These sections, on or all at a time, can be 





| 











800 
to be | 
oofs 
npli- 
nec- 
third 
rder 


anda >» 
beer 


s the i 


ding 
DON 

isfer 
age 

lude 
Sion 
| the 
two 


bies 





rned 
nna, 
de- 


he 


irble 


ter's 
that 
rsa! 
arge 
rsa] 
ated 
side 
tore- 4 
will 


ings 
but 
istic 





orld 
sup- | 
ions 
n be 





September 25, 1954 


Austrian Information 


Page 5 





raised as high as 8 ft. above the level of the stage or de- 
pressed as much as 36 feet below it. Consequently, it will be 
possible to arrange the stage area in the form of a series of 
steps rising.towardthe rear ofthe stage. In normal operations, 
these stage sections will be used in groups of three, so as 
to facilitate rapid change of scenery. Each group of three 
elevator sections will move the sets for two scenes, so that 
after the end of the first scene, its sets can be lowered and 
replaced by those ofthe second scene, already prepared below 
stage. This continuous alternation of elevator sections will 
make it possible to prepare the sets for any number of scenes 
while a foregoing scene is in progress. There is also pro- 
vision for a revolving stage, which is collapsable and can be 
lowered hydraulically and stored in the wall. It will also be 
possible to roll flat auxiliary stage cars onto the main stage 
from all sides. The stage machinery will be supplemented by 
two electric, track-mounted circular horizons severa] thousand 
square meters in area. Including its rear section, the entire 
stage has a depth of 164 feet. The stage rigging will have no 
fewer than 54 hand-operated and 40 hydraulic trains. All 
preparations have already been made for broadcasting and 
televising facilities. The opera house will have studios for 
both of these media. The heating installation will be located 
utside the building,. under the former Hofburg Palace, and 
will be connected with the opera by means of hot-air pipes. 
This arrangement will eliminate a considerable fire hazard. 
Auditorium Without Pillars 

The decoration of the auditorium (see Picture on Page 1) 
will be in accordance with modern style but will adhere to 
the traditional color scheme of red, gold and ivory. All of the 
pillars in the galleries will be eliminated. A number of seats 
will have microphone connections for the hard-of-hearing and 
reading lamps for guests using scores. The new lighting in- 
stallation willconsist of a ring-shaped fixture. The remaining 
lighting fixtures will also be a architectonically adapted to 
the style of the hall. 

The cost of rebuilding the opera house amounts to approx- 
imately 250 million schillings, a sum which is no higher than 
what a completely new building would have cost. 

To Open With ‘‘Fidelio’’ On November 5, 1955 

Undersecretary Bock concluded his talk on the recon- 
struction of the Opera with the following words: ‘‘Thus, when 
mn November 5, 1955, the curtain rises for the first time in 
in the new Vienna State Opera House and the Chorus of 
Prisoners is heard in Beethoven’s immortal ‘Fidelio,’ as they 
Sing oftheir slavery and humiliation, of liberation and freedom, 
this musical work will symbolize a very great hour in Austrian 
history —a history which will reach its climax not by virtue 
of glorious military victories, royal marriages or other im- 
perial feats, but which will be embodied in the great symphony 
of Austrian reconstruction. The first movement ofthis symbolic 
symphony —the funeral march — was the destruction in 1945; 
its second movement was the allegro of Austria’s will to re- 
build; and now it is coming to its end in the third movement — 
in a finale maestoso —the eternal song of eternal Austria.’’ 
CONTINUED PROGRESS IN PLANS FOR OPENING PRE- 
MIERES AT NEW OPERA HOUSE. Following consultations 
between Dr. Karl Boehm, director of the Vienna State Opera, 


and the two opera directors Salmhofer and Reif-Gintl, agree- 
ment has been reached on further details with respect to the 
opening premieres at the new State Opera House on Vienna’s 
Ringstrasse. Among other things, a commitment has been 
obtained from Rudolf Hartmann to stage Richard Strauss’ 
‘*‘Die Frau ohne Schatten’’ (The Woman without a Shadow), 
the sets for which are to be designed by Emil Pretorius. 
Musical direction will be in the hands of Dr. Karl Boehm, 
who will also conduct the gala opening of the house with 
Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio.’’ Heinz Tietjen will be the stage di- 
rector of this performance. Mozart’s ‘‘Don Giovanni’’ will 
also be conducted by Karl Boehm. The stage director for the 
Mozart work will be Oscar Fritz Schuch, who is to collabo- 
rate with the stage designer Caspar Neher. Professor Furt- 
waengler has consented in principle to assume musical di- 
rection of the performance of Wagner’s ‘‘Die Meistersinger.’’ 
Furtwaengler’s appearance, however, will depend on whether 
his other commitments can be so arranged that he will be 
available for this performance. Negotiations are being carried 
on with Victor de Sabata andDimitri Mitropoulos for conduct- 
ing a newly staged ‘‘Aida.’’ Herbert von Karajan is to con- 
duct the performance of Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Der Rosenkavalier!’ 


NEW SINGER ENGAGEMENTS FOR VIENNA OPERA. The 
administration of the Vienna State Opera has engaged a 
number of new singers for the coming season. Among these 
are Leonie Rysanek,a native of Vienna who is now appearing 
at the Munich State Opera. Mrs. Rysanek will appear in the 
performance of Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Die Frau ohne Schatten’’ 
(The Woman without a Shadow), which is scheduled for per- 
formance when the new opera house on the Ringstrasse is 
reopened. She is to sing the role of the Empress, while 
Christl Goltz will be heard as the Dyer’s Wife, Elisabeth 
Hoengen as the Nurse, Hans Hopf as the Emperor, Josef 
Metternich as Barak and Kurt Boehme as the Messenger of 
the Spirits. Contracts for guest appearances have been 
signed with Erika Koeth of the Munich State Opera and Hans 
Beirer of the Berlin City Opera, Rita Streich, Elisabeth 
Gruemmer, Rudolf Schock, Joseph Metternich and Gottlob 
Frick will all appear at the Theater an der Wien for a three- 
month guest appearance. The Swedish singer Set Svanholm 
will come to Vienna for a two-week period during which he 
will appear as Stolzing in Richard Wagner’s ‘‘Die Meister- 
singer von Nuernberg,’’ as Lohengrin, as Tannhauser and as 
Florestan in Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio.’’ 

VIENNA PHILHARMONIC ANNOUNCES 1954-55 PROGRAM. 
The program of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra for the 
1954-55 season, which has just been published, includes 
works by both contemporary and classical composers. The 
following compositions are scheduled for performance: On 
October 23 and 24, Hans Knappertsbusch will conduct 
Bruckner’s Fourth Symphony and the first Vienna performance 
of Max Trapp’s ‘‘Concerto for Orchestra.’’ On November 6 
and 7, Dr. Karl Boehm will conduct Mozart’s symphony opus 
383, Berger’s ‘‘Symphonie Chronique’’ and Brahm’s First 
Symphony. On November 20 and 21, the same conductor will 
lead the orchestra in the original version of Haydn’s ‘‘Clock’’ 
symphony, Honneger’s ‘‘Chamber Concerto for Flute and 
English Horn’’and Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. On December 
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4 and 5, Mario Rossi will conduct Rossini’s ‘‘Journey to 
Rheims’’ overture, Beethoven’s ‘‘Jena’’ Symphony, Debussy’s 
‘‘Nuages et Fétes’’ and Franz Schmidt’s Third Symphony. 
For the traditional Nikolai Concert, to be given on January 
7, 8 and 9, Wilhelm Furtwaengler will conduct Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony. On January 22 and 23, Rafael Kubelik will 
lead the orchestra in Bach’s Third Brandenburg Concerto, 
Brahm’s violin concerto (with Wolfgang Schneiderhan as 
soloist) and Tschaikovsky’s Fourth Symphony. The same 
conductor will subsequently lead the orchestra on its tour 
through Germany, Switzerland and Belgium and, after return- 
ing to Vienna, give a performance of Haendel’s Concerto 
Grosso, Janacek’s ‘‘Symphonietta’’ and Mahler’s First 
Symphony. On April 23 and 24, Wilhelm Furtwaengler will 
conduct Mendelssohn’s ‘‘Hebrides’’ overture, Brahm’s Second 
Symphony,.the ‘‘Good Friday Spell’’ music from Wagner’s 
Parsifal and Liszt’s ‘‘Les Préludes.’’ The orchestra’s 
second tour of Germany, Switzerland, France and Belgium 
will also be lead by Wilhelm Furtwaengler. On May 14 and 
15, Furtwaengler will conclude the orchestra’s 1954-55 
Vienna season with performances of Bruckner’s Ninth Sym- 
phony and Haydn’s Symphony No. 88. In addition to the pro- 
grams described above, the Vienna Philharmonic will also 
give a number of public radio concerts. 

KONZERTHAUS PROGRAM INCLUDES FOUR MUSICAL 
CYCLES. The Vienna Konzerthaus is offering four different 
musical cycles in its program for 1954-55. The first of these, 
entitled ‘‘Old and New Music,’’ includes eight concerts, 
each of which will be given twice. The second cycle, en- 
titled ‘‘Classical and Romantic,’’ also includes eight con- 
certs, each to be performed twice. The third cycle, with five 
concerts, is devoted to chamber music. The fourth cycle will 
feature seven concerts by the Konzerthaus Quartet. 

The first cycle will include works by Bach (St. John 
Passion, Brandenburg Concertos, cello suites and violin 
sonatas), concertos by Vivaldi, harpsichord compositions by 
Scarlatti and Couperin, Purcell’s opera ‘‘Dido and Aeneas’’ 
and Carissimi’s oratorio ‘‘Jephtha.’’ Atonal and 12-tone 
music are to have a prominent place in this series, which 
will also include the first Vienna performance of works by 
Dalla Piccola (Canti di prigione — Prison Songs) and Hinde- 
mith (Das Unaufhoerliche — The Unending) as well as the 
world.premiere of compositions by Apostel (Festliche Intrada 
— Festive Intrada), J.N. David (Sixth Symphony), Egk (Chan- 
son et Romance — Song and Romance), Heiller (Ach, wie 
nichtig, ach, wie fluechtig — Ah, how worthless; ah, how 
fleeting), Messian (Cinq rechants — Five Rechants), Hart- 
mann (Symphony No. 1), Jellinek (Sinfonia brevis — Brief 
Symphony), Krenek (Symphony No. 6 and Harp concerto), 
Stravinsky (Violin sonata and ‘‘Les Noces’’ — The Marriage) 
as well as songs by Roussel, Debussy, Ravel and Poulenc. 

In the ‘‘Classic and Romantic Music’’ cycle, in addition 
to works by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Schu- 
bert, Schumann, Bruckner, Mahler, Brahms, Dvorak and 
“Richard Strauss, there will also be performances of compo- 
sitions by Ravel, de Falla, Stravinsky and Orff. 

Among the conductors who will direct these concerts are 
Werner Egk, Renato Fasano, Hans Gillesberger, Paul Hinde- 


mith, Paul Sacher, J.N. David, Michael Gielen, Ernst Krenek, 
Fritz Lehmann, Karl Muenchinger, Karl Boehm, Ferenc 
Fricsay, Karl Schuricht, Ataulfo Argenta, Heinrich Hollreiser 
and Hans Rosbaud. The featured soloists will include Isolde 
Ahlgrimm, Pierre Bernac, Wolfgang Schneiderhahn, Kar! 
Seemann, Emmy Huerlimann, Ralph Kirckpatrick, Enrico Mai- 
nardi, Carlo Zecchi, Robert Casadesus, Joerg Demus, Fried- 
rich Gulda, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Richard Odnoposeff 
and others. 

The chamber music concerts, for which the programs will 
be announced later, will be conducted by Michael Gielen, 
Heinrich Hollreiser and Enrico Mainardi. The soloists will be 
Edith Bertschinger, Willie Boskowsky, Emanuel Brabec, Carl 
Bussotti, Dreyer-Zeidler, Joerg Demus, Eva Hitzker and 
Oskar Shumsky. 

In addition to classical works by Haydn, Mozart, Beet- 
hoven and Schubert, the Konzerthaus Quartet will offer 
chamber music by Schumann, Pfitzner, Reger, Dvorak, 
Bruckner and Brahms as well as by Debussy, Bartok and 
Shostakovitch. 

PROGRAM FOR 1955 SALZBURG FESTIVAL BEING 
DRAWN UP. The program for the 1955 Salzburg Festival is 
now being planned and the following works will definitely be 
presented: ‘‘The Magic Flute’’ under the direction of Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler; ‘‘The Abduction from the Seraglio’’ under the 
direction of Karl Boehm; ‘‘Ariadne on Naxos’’; Pfitzner’s 
‘*Palestrina’’ and the ‘‘Irish Legend’’ by Werner Egk. The 
program of theatrical productions is to be expanded with a 
new production of ‘‘Everyman’’.and the performance of 
Schiller’s ‘‘Kabale und Liebe.’’ 

MANY FOREIGN ORGANISTS TO ATTEND CHURCH MUSIC 
CONGRESS IN VIENNA. Internationally famous organists, 
both Austrian and foreign, will give performances during the 
Second International Congress for Catholic Church Music to 
be held in Vienna from October 4 to 10. The following organ- 
ists have thus far indicated that they will attend: Joseph 
Ahrend, Berlin; Hermes Forte, Buenos Aires; Rosalinde 
Haas, Rome; Leo de la Haye, Bottrop, Germany; Ernst Kaller, 
Essen; Gaston Litaize, Paris; Anton Novakovski, Stuttgart; 
Flor Peeters, Antwerp; Angelo Surbone, Turin; and Dr. Rudolf 
Walter, Bad Kissingen. Austria will be represented by the 
organists Franz Eibner, Alois Forer, Anton Heiller, Wilhelm 
Mueck, Dr. Joseph Nebuis, Walter Pach, Franz Schuetz and 
Karl Walter. 

TWO UNKNOWN MOZART MASSES REPORTED DIS- 
COVERED. The scores of two masses recently discovered in 
the parish church of Aichach in Upper Bavaria are believed, 
because of certain notations appearing on the pages, to have 
been composed by Mozart. The two masses, in the keys of 
& Major and D Major, respectively, are not included in the 
Koechel listing or in any other catalogue of Mozart works. 
Copies of the manuscript scores have been made and are now 
being studied by scholars in Salzburg. 

CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS AND COMPOSERS MEET IN 
ST. VIET. An international meeting of contemporary authors 
and composers will be held in St. Viet-an-der-Glan from Oc- 
tober 15 to 17. Noted poets and authors, including Martina 
Wied, Rudolf Brunngraber, Franz Kumler, Friedrich Schrey- 
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vogel, Georg Britting and Georg von der Vring, will read from 
their lyric works and deliver scholarly papers. The musical 
part of the program will be highlighted by the first perform- 
ance anywhere of Johann Nepomuk David’s ‘‘Sinfonia Pre- 
classica.”’ 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY AT SALZ- 
BURG IS URGED. The annual ‘‘Salzburg Theological Univer- 
sity Weeks’’ came to a close recently in a ceremony held at 
the old Salzburg University. Participating in the ceremony 
were many outstanding leaders in Church life, both in Aus- 
tria and abroad. In his address, Dr. Andreas Rohracher, 
Archbishop of Salzburg, called for the restoration of the 
Catholic University in Salzburg, a project which has been in 
the planning stage for the past hundred years. At the present 
time, Salzburg only has a theological faculty but not a uni- 
versity. 

DIRECTOR OF ALBERTINA IN ISTANBUL. Professor 
Benesch, Director of Vienna’s Albertina Gallery of modern 
art, has left for Istanbul to attend the fifth congress of the 
Association Internationale des Critiques d’Art (AICA - Inter- 
national Association of Art Critics). Dr. Benesch is attending 
the meeting in his capacity as President of the organization’s 
Austrian section and as General Secretary for Central Europe. 


NEW BOOKS BY AUSTRIAN AUTHORS. The novel ‘‘Fati- 
ma,’’ by the Tyrolese authoress Alma Holgersen, is to be pub- 
lished shortly by the Oesterreichische Verlagsanstalt in Inns- 
bruck. The same publishers are also planning to bring out a 
volume of lyric poetry by Martha Hofman entitled ‘‘O, zoege- 
re Stunde’’ (Tarry, O Hour!). 

Christine Busta, winner of the State Prize for Poetry in 
1951, is now writing her first novel, to be published by the 
Herder Verlag in Vienna. 


UNKNOWN RILKE LETTERS PUBLISHED. The recent 18th 
issue of the magazine ‘‘Brenner’’ included hitherto unpublish- 
ed letters by Rainer Maria Rilke, Georg Trakl and Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, as well as works by Ludwig F'icker, who found- 
ed the ‘‘Brenner’’ more than 40 years ago. 

Martina Wied, who was awarded the Austrian State Prize 
for Literature in 1952, has completed a novel entitled ‘‘Der 
Ehering,’’ which will be published by the ‘‘Oesterreichische 
Verlagsanstalt’’ in Innsbruck this fall. 

Methuen Publishers, London, have acquired the rights to 
‘‘Verklungenes Spiel,’’ a novel about Beethoven by Carl Pi- 
joll. A Danish translation of this work has already been 
published in Denmark, under the title ‘‘Forstumede Toner.’’ 


UPPER AUSTRIA ANNOUNCES DRAMA CONTEST WIN- 
NERS. In the dramatic contest sponsored by the provincial 
government of Upper Austria on the occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of the Landestheater (Provincial 
Theater) in Linz, the first prize was awarded to the Linz 
author Franz Puehringer for his drama ‘‘Antonio Meulener.’’ 
The play is scheduled to have its world premiere at the Burg- 
theater next season. The runnerup was the young Vienna 
playright Helmuth Schwarz, whose play entitled ‘‘Mission’’ 
deals with the problem of the ‘‘working priests.’’ The third 
prize went to the Vienna authoress Herta Staub for her ‘‘Sons 
of Freedom.’’ 


AFRICAN EXPEDITION OF AUSTRIAN ANIMAL PSYCHOL- 
OGY EXPERTS. An expedition of Vienna’s Wilhelminenberg 
Biological Station recently left for a two-month trip through 
the Niger area of Africa. Participating in the expedition are 
the Vienna authorities on animal psychology Lilli and Otto 
Koenig, Adalbert Kackinger and Karl Rauscher. The purpose 
of the expedition is to investigate and observe various tropi- 
cal types of bee-eaters and other unusual animals which have 
hitherto not been studied in detail. The equipment for this 
expedition, which is motorized, includes movie cameras, tape 
recorders and special apparatus, as well as specially pre- 
pared food and vitamin preparations for the rearing of sensi- 
tive and rare animals. 

SEXOLOGY SOCIETY FOUNDED. A number of outstanding 
personalities met at Vienna University recently to make 
plans for convoking a conference this fall for the purpose of 
founding an Austrian Society for Sexology. Dr. F.W. Brix, 
the neurologist declared on this occasion that the first task 
of the new association would be to collect and sift the data 
presently available in this field. Individual problems will be 
studied by doctors, legal experts, philosophers, priests, 
sociologists, teachers and welfare workers, who will then 
make their findings available to the public. Among the spon- 
sors of the new society are a number of prominent professors 
at the University of Vienna, including Dr. Tassilo Antoine, 
Dr. Hans Hoff, as well as Dr. Handler, President of the 
Supreme Court. 


TOP STARS PARTICIPATING IN VIENNA ICE REVIEW. 
The Vienna Ice Review began its program for the current 
season with a brilliant premiere in Muenster, Westphalia. 
Among the stars in this year’s review are Jirina Nekolova, 
who won third place in the 1948 world championship and 
since that time has acquired a reputation as a very talented 
television star, particularly in the United States and England. 
The Swiss star Chris Heierle won praise as an outstanding 
ice dancer and ice acrobat while the Belgian figure skating 
star Charlotte Michiels also made an excellent impression. 
The musical direction of the review is in the hands of Robert 
Stolz and various Vienna dress designers are responsible for 
the costuming. The show, which is called ‘‘Glueck muss man 
haben’’ (One Has to Be Lucky), features scenes of the Paris 
bohemian quarter of Montmartre, hotel and beach life, the 
Orient and Cuba, and culminates in a colorful folk festival. 
The final, act shows a modern match-making scene and a folk 
festival in Vienna. After several appearances abroad, the 
review will have its Vienna premiere at Christmas time. 

BOY SCOUTS REBUILD TWELFTH CENTURY CASTLE. 
Liechtenstein Castle, near Moedling, south of Vienna, was 
built in the 12th century and contained a unique collection of 
medieval weapons and objects of daily use. In 1945 it was 
completely plundered and burned to the ground. The ruins 
were presented to the Austrian Boy Scouts in 1949. Since that 
time the scouts have devoted 7,600 voluntary work hours to 
restoring and expanding the castle. Their project included the 
construction of a youth home in the castle and an oper-air 
theater accommodating 1,000 persons in the courtyard of the 
castle. 
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MUSEUM OF THE CITY OF VIENNA TO BE BUILT IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. A new Museum of the City of Vienna will 
soon be built on Vienna’s Karlsplatz. The building, which 
will cost about 20 million schillings to erect, is to be con- 
structed of reinforced concrete and faced with natural stone 
slabs. The first building allocation of 3 million schillings is 
scheduled to be released before the end of this year. 

THREE NEW DOCUMENTARY FILMS COMPLETED IN 
AUSTRIA. Dr. Ann H. Matzner, the Viennese cultural film 
producer, has now completed the following three Austrian 
documentary films: 

‘*Vienna Story,’’ a documentary on the Viennese waltz, 
which was synchronized in English by an announcer of the 
American Blue Danube Network in Austria and which was 
received with considerable acclaim at the Edinburg Film 
Festival. 

‘*Experience with a Cat, 


a science documentary on the 
life of a cat, beginning with a remarkable sequence showing 
the birth of a litter of kittens and covering the symbolic and 
historical significance of cats during the past three thousand 
years. This film has been entered in the competition for the 
best Austrian cultural film of 1954 and is available in Eng- 
lish, French and German versions. 

‘‘Open Air Gallery,’’ a film on modern art in Austria, one 
half of which deals with secular art and the other with reli- 
art. Contributing their talents to this film were the 
Austrian artists: Wander Bertoni, Maria Bilger, 


gious 
following 


Rudolph Hochlehner, Heinz Leinfellner, M. Turolt and Fritz 
Wotruba. 


VIENNESE CONDUCTOR LECTURES IN NEW YORK ON 
*“‘THE EVERCHANGING OPERA."’ The Viennese-born con- 
ductor and musicologist Fritz Kramer will give a series of 
fifteen lectures on the subject of ‘‘The Everchanging Opera’”’ 
at the New School for Social Research in New York during 
the 1954-55 fall-winter term. For five of these lectures, th: 
writer Franzi Ascher, likewise a native of Vienna, wil! 
assist him. 

INTERESTING RELICS OF ROMAN ERA DISCOVERED. New 
and interesting discoveries have recently been made in 
Austria of relics dating back to Roman times. For instance, 
the largest Roman bronze statue yet to be found on Austrian 
soil was recently discovered in Illmitz, in the Province of 
Burgenland. It is 30 cm. (12 in.) in height and dates from the 
third century A.D. In the ‘‘Old City’’ section of Linz, Upper 
Austria, part of a large Roman building with a spacious inner 
court has been exposed. Traces have been found in Kloster- 
neuburg, near Vienna, of the frequently mentioned city of 
Asturae. Valuable new finds have also been made in the old 
Roman civilian town of Carnuntum, 40 kilometers (25 miles 
east of Vienna, in the course of the extensive excavations 
being carried on there. In addition to the remains of numerou: 
houses, two amphitheaters have been uncovered. One of thes: 
was large enough to hold 13,000 persons, the other 8,000. 
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